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Muskrat Dam First Nation has officially
been connected to the Ontario hydro
grid through the Wataynikaneyap
Transmission Project, marking a
significant milestone for the community
and the region. 

As the last of 17 remote communities
connected through the project, Muskrat
Dam now has access to reliable
electricity and is no longer dependent on
costly fuel deliveries and diesel-
generated power. Throughout the
project, IFNA worked closely with the
Community to advance key milestones
and ensure a successful grid connection.

This milestone highlights years of
collaboration and planning to improve
energy access and infrastructure in
remote northern communities.
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In partnership with Lac Seul First Nation and Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre, the
Reclaiming our Bundle program hosted the Sacred Beginnings Gathering March 4th and 5th in
Frenchman’s Head.   

The Gathering brought together Indigenous Midwives, Elders, Parents, Community Health
Representatives, regional stakeholders, and provincial and federal partners to share, listen,
and learn alongside each other to bring birth and Indigenous Midwifery care closer to home

Over 2 days of Gathering, participants sat in ceremony with and heard from Indigenous
Midwives working across Turtle Island, discussed current barriers, highlighted priorities for
what community Midwifery spaces would look like, and how, collectively, we can work towards
shifting health systems to reflect the needs of families and the next generation.

This Gathering demonstrates not only the leadership and readiness to move this work forward,
but the strength and ability to act: reflected by the partnerships and connections to across the
regional landscape.

If this is something that interests you, please know: we need you! Bringing birth closer to
home is an initiative that needs everyone around the circle. 

COMMUNITIES COME TOGETHER FOR SACRED
BEGINNINGS GATHERING
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As the school year begins to wrap up, students across IFNA communities are reaching exciting
milestones and preparing for graduation celebrations.  

Dennis Franklin Cromarty (DFC) and Pelican Falls are finishing up this week, while Sioux North
Secondary School continues for another six weeks. Sioux North recently completed midterms,
with 11 students achieving Honour Roll status by earning averages of 80% or higher. 

Graduation season is also underway, with two graduations taking place next week — including
two graduates from Muskrat Dam First Nation at DFC and one graduate from Muskrat Dam
First Nation at Pelican Falls. 

Sioux North’s graduation will take place on June 25, where 10 students will graduate,
including three students from Muskrat Dam First Nation and seven from Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug.  

To celebrate their hard work and achievements, Sioux North staff and students will also be
travelling to Calgary for their graduation trip in the coming weeks.  Congratulations to all
students, graduates, staff, and families as they celebrate another successful school year.

CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS ACROSS IFNA
COMMUNITIES 
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One of the more uplifting developments over the past month has been the progress on
bringing University of Limerick medical students to IFNA for clinical electives for the second
year.  

Following interviews held earlier this year with six candidates from Ireland, the team has been
actively coordinating placements. Beyond the immediate logistics, this is a meaningful win for
IFNA's long-term workforce strategy. Recruiting and retaining clinicians willing to work in
remote 
First Nations communities is one of the most persistent challenges in northern health care,
and early exposure during medical training is one of the strongest predictors of where a
physician will eventually choose to practice. 

SUPPORTING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
COMMUNITY-BASED CARE
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By giving these students firsthand experience of
community-based care in KI, Muskrat Dam, Lac Seul, and
Pikangikum, you're planting the seeds for a future pipeline
of physicians who understand the realities, relationships,
and cultural context of the IFNA member communities. and
who may return as locums, residents, or full-time
providers. 

It also raises IFNA's profile internationally as a destination
for high-quality, mission-driven elective training, which
strengthens future recruiting conversations and builds
lasting partnerships with institutions like the University of
Limerick School of Medicine.
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